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Subject: Shared Trails/Tracks                    Date: 1 October 2008  

 

Bushwalking Victoria (BWV) acknowledges that shared use trails have a place in the tracks network.  

However recreational walkers like many other users have a need for trails dedicated to their particular 

activity. Therefore BWV does not support the following unqualified statement: “a long term sustainable 

trail network may require walkers to share tracks with other user groups”. (Victorian Trails Strategy 

2005 – 2010). 

Because of its obvious contradictions, neither do we accept in the same document the broad 

statement at dot point 2 under the heading Management strategies for maximising harmony between 

different user groups include: “recognising conflict as a difference between different users’ goals, not 

an inherent incompatibility between activities”. 

Bushwalking Victoria believes that the need for any trail to be shared has to be assessed and 

justified, through a proper process including meeting strict design criteria and usage protocols as 

detailed in the following sections of this policy. 
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�  Where a walking only track is not possible eg when there is a common destination point and 

separation is not practical 

�  Rail trails, existing roads and Management Vehicle Only tracks 

�  Where disabled access is required 

�  At pinch points such as river crossings or major road underpasses 
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�  When it’s unsafe 

�  When a high quality walking experience is required 

�  Where it causes environmental damage or is aesthetically unpleasant 

�  When there is likely to be a high level of user conflict 

�  When it’s a trail designed for a specific user 

�  When it is not economically viable 
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�  Must be clearly signed at all entry points and junctions as a shared pathway and which users it is 

approved for [intentions books can also be a useful tool] 

�  Users must be compatible e.g. walkers, non competitive cyclists and horses but not motor 

bikes/vehicles, competition events and walkers. 

�  Surface must be suitable 

�  Width and sight lines must be safe e.g. no sharp bends or steep crests 

�  Design must be subject to safety and conflict assessment. 

User protocols necessary ���������������������������
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�  Cyclists must ring bells or otherwise announce their presence – walkers often cannot hear cyclists 

approaching from behind, particularly those with hearing problems.  The movement of children on 

trails is unpredictable and poses a serious hazard 

�  Walkers need to leave space for other users and should step aside for cyclists and horses 

�  Walkers should fold umbrellas in the presence of horses 

�  Cyclists and riders should not speed excessively in the presence of walkers 

�  Horses must have bum bags to collect dung 

�  If dogs are permitted all dung must be scooped up 

�  Education information about sharing without conflict must be available at trail head. E.g. signs and 

brochures 

�  Large community events planned for trails need to have a permit and be widely publicised well in 

advance.  
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Establish why it needs to be shared  

Who are the likely compatible users? 

Identify the level of shared values to confirm compatible users 

Identify potential conflict issues and whether they can be realistically managed 

Consider the safety requirements and how that will affect construction 

Establish user behaviour protocols for the trail 

Detail the signage needed  

What education, enforcement or other management is needed? 

 

 

 


